
Office of National Drug Control Policy  
Drug Policy Information Clearinghouse 
 
 

San Jose, California 

Profile of Drug Indicators 
 
July 2004   

 
 
 
 
 
ONDCP Drug Policy Information Clearinghouse staff compiled this profile by using the most recent data 
available from open sources.  The data presented are as accurate as the sources from which they were 
drawn.  The information contained in this profile should not be used to rank or compare States or 
jurisdictions, due to differences in data collection and reporting methods. 
 



San Jose, California  
 

The following profile contains information on demographics, political figures, funding, 
programs, crime, drug use, drug trafficking, and enforcement statistics.  
 
Demographics 

 Population (2002 American Community Survey): 896,1431 
 Race/Ethnicity (2002 American Community Survey): 34.3% white; 2.6% 

black/African American; 0.4% American Indian/Alaska Native; 28.4% Asian; 0.3% 
Native Hawaiian/other Pacific Islander; 0.5% other race; 2.0% two or more races; 
31.4% Hispanic/Latino origin (of any race)2 

 San Jose is located in Santa Clara County.3 
 
Politics 

 Mayor: Ron Gonzales4 
 City Council (Districts 1-10, respectively): Linda J. LeZotte; Forrest Williams; Cindy 

Chavez; Chuck Reed; Nora Campos; Ken Yeager; Terry Gregory; David D. Cortese; 
Judy Chirco; Pat Dando5 

 City Manager: Del D. Borgsdorf6 
 San Jose Chief of Police: Robert Davis7 
 Santa Clara County Sheriff: Laurie Smith8 

 
Programs/Initiatives 

 High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area (HIDTA)9 
Designated in 1997, the Northern California HIDTA is responsible for 10 counties, 
including Santa Clara County. 

 
Federal Funding 

 Drug-Free Communities Support Program10 
There have been no San Jose recipients of the Drug Free Communities Support 
Program. 

 Community Capacity Development Office11 
There is one Weed and Seed site in San Jose.  

 FY 2003 Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA) 
Discretionary Funds awarded to San Jose:12 
• Center for Mental Health Services: $0 
• Center for Substance Abuse Prevention: $0 
• Center for Substance Abuse Treatment: $785,036 

 There were no San Jose recipients of the FY 2003 Office of Justice Program Drug 
Court Discretionary Grant.13 

 There were no San Jose recipients of the FY 2003 Office of Community Oriented 
Policing Services (COPS) Methamphetamine Grant.14 

 FY 2003 Office of Justice Programs and Community Oriented Policing Services  
grant amounts received in San Jose:15  
• Communities (discretionary): 1 award valued at $223,384  
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• Counter-Terrorism (discretionary): 0 awards 
• Juvenile Justice: 0 awards 
• Law Enforcement: 

 discretionary: 4 awards valued at $4,688,194 
 formula: 3 awards valued at $2,165,537 

• Substance Abuse: 0 awards 
• Victims: 

 discretionary: 3 awards valued at $1,149,567 
 formula: 0 awards 

 There were no San Jose recipients of the FY 2001 Housing and Urban Development 
Drug Elimination Grant.16 

 
Crime and Drug-Related Crime 

 During 2003, there were 29 homicides reported to police in San Jose.17 
 
Number of Index Offenses Known to Police, San Jose, 2000-2003 
Offense 2000 2001 2002 2003 
Homicide 20 23 26 29 
Rape 337 329 379 279 
Robbery 677 712 827 815 
Aggravated assault 3,895 4,501 2,902 2,255 
Burglary 2,670 2,939 3,026 3,314 
Larceny-theft 12,596 13,567 13,642 13,770 
Motor vehicle theft 2,615 3,093 3,337 3,664 
Total index offenses 22,810 25,164 24,139 24,126 
 

 Data from 2003 indicate that 36.9% of San Jose adult male arrestees tested positive 
for methamphetamine at arrest.18 

 
Percent of Adult Arrestees Testing Positive for Drugs, San Jose, 2003 
 Males Females 
Cocaine 12.9% 10.1% 
Opiates 3.1 3.4 
Marijuana 35.4 29.1 
Methamphetamine 36.9 45.3 
Any drug 62.8 70.1 
Multiple drugs 25.2 20.4 
 

 Additional San Jose arrestee drug use data for 2003 indicate that 46.8% of the adult 
male arrestees used marijuana within the past year. Among those reporting past year 
marijuana use, the drug was used an average of 10.3 days within the past month.19 
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Past Drug Use, Adult Male Arrestees, San Jose, 2003 
 
Use 

Crack 
Cocaine 

Powder 
Cocaine 

Mari-
juana 

 
Meth. 

 
Heroin 

Past 7 days 5.2% 4.8% 31.3% 24.4% 1.4% 
Past 30 days 6.0 5.8 38.3 27.3 1.4 
Past year 8.6 10.6 46.8 33.9 2.2 
Average # of days in month 5.6 days 3.0 days 10.3 days 8.1 days 10.5 days 
 

 During 2003, 43% of adult female arrestees in San Jose reported past year use of 
marijuana. Among the female arrestees who reported past year use of marijuana, the 
average number of days the substance was used in the past month was 10.1 days 20 

 
Past Drug Use, Adult Female Arrestees, San Jose, 2003 
 
Use 

Crack 
Cocaine 

Powder 
Cocaine 

Mari-
juana 

 
Meth. 

 
Heroin 

Past 7 days 2.2% 1.5% 28.1% 30.4% 2.9% 
Past 30 days 4.4 2.2 34.1 34.8 2.9 
Past year 6.6 5.3 43.0 42.1 5.3 
Average # of days in month 6.2 days 3.4 days 10.1 days 9.4 days 7.2 days 
 

 The number of adult arrests in Santa Clara County for felony drug offenses decreased 
from 5,401 in 2000 to 4,711 in 2002.21 

 
Number of Adult Drug Arrests, Santa Clara County, 2000-2002 
Type of Drug Arrest 2000 2001 2002 
Felony  5,401 5,163 4,711 
   Narcotics 1,428 1,214 1,150 
   Marijuana 403 311 321 
   Dangerous drugs 3,427 3,535 3,142 
   Other drug 143 103 98 
Misdemeanor 5,214 4,964 4,917 
   Marijuana 1,648 1,428 1,405 
   Other drug 3,566 3,536 3,512 
 
Drugs 

 Cocaine 
Very little cocaine is sold in San Jose. A kilogram of cocaine sells for $15,500-
$18,500 with purity levels ranging from 65% to 89%.22

 Heroin 
Mexican black tar heroin is available in the San Jose area. A kilogram of heroin sells 
for $15,000-$17,500 with purity levels ranging from 17% to 41%.23

 Marijuana 
Domestic marijuana ranges in price from $4,000 to $6,000/pound while Mexican 
marijuana ranges from $400 to $600/pound.24
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 Methamphetamine 
Methamphetamine is readily available in San Jose. A pound of methamphetamine 
sells for $4,000-$5,500 and purity levels range from 29% to 34%. Mexican national 
criminal groups produce the majority of methamphetmaine consumed in the San Jose 
area through the operation of superlabs.25

 Club Drugs 
MDMA and GHB are popular in the San Jose area.26

 
Juveniles 

 The number of juvenile arrests in Santa Clara County for felony drug offenses 
decreased from 336 in 2000 to 274 in 2002.27 

 
Number of Juvenile Drug Arrests, Santa Clara County, 2000-2002 
Type of Drug Arrest 2000 2001 2002 
Felony  336 282 274 
   Narcotics 224 152 55 
   Marijuana 48 56 118 
   Dangerous drugs 63 72 96 
   Other drug 1 2 5 
Misdemeanor 1,087 984 824 
   Marijuana 986 871 707 
   Other drug 101 113 177 
 
Enforcement 

 As of October 2002, there were 1,819 full-time law enforcement employees in San 
Jose (1,378 officers and 441 civilians).28 

 
Courts 

 Drug Courts29 
As of May 2004, there were 3 drug courts in San Jose that had been in existence for 
more than 2 years. No additional drug courts were in existence or being planned in 
San Jose at that time. 

 
Consequences of Use 

 There were 1,680 hospital discharges in Santa Clara County during 2000 for alcohol 
and drug related causes.30 

 
Hospital Discharges for Alcohol/Drug Causes, Santa Clara County, 1996-2000 
 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 
Discharges 1,873 2,053 1,938 1,730 1,680 
 

 During 2000, there were 187 deaths in Santa Clara County due to alcohol and drug 
use.31 
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Number of Deaths Due to Alcohol and Drug Use, Santa Clara County, 1996-2000* 
 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 
Deaths 560 517 535 206 187 
* Beginning in 1999, causes of death were coded differently to include an expanded number of disease 
classifications  
 
Treatment 

 Approximately 23% of San Jose adult male arrestees interviewed during 2003 
reported receiving inpatient or residential treatment at some point in their lives.32 

 
Percent of Adult Arrestees Reporting Past Drug Treatment, San Jose, 2003 
 
Type of Treatment 

Male
       Ever               Past Year 

Female 
       Ever               Past Year 

Outpatient 21.4% 7.7% 25.0% 4.7% 
Inpatient/Residential 22.8 6.5 23.0 7.3 
 

 In FY 2003, there were 9,358 adult admissions to residential or outpatient treatment 
facilities in Santa Clara County. Amphetamines/methamphetamine accounted for 
47% of the FY 2003 adult admissions.33 

 
Adult Treatment Admissions, by Primary Drug, Santa Clara County, FY 2003 
Drug Type % of Total Admissions 
Amphetamines/methamphetamine 47% 
Alcohol 24 
Marijuana 11 
Cocaine 10 
Heroin 5 
 

 Criminal justice referrals accounted for 76% of the Santa Clara County 
residential/outpatient treatment admissions in FY 2003. Clients referred due to the 
Substance Abuse Crime Prevention Act (SACPA) alone made up 36% of all 
admissions.34 

 There were 10,236 discharges from outpatient/residential treatment in Santa Clara 
County during FY 2003. Thirty percent of the discharges involved individuals who 
left treatment against the advice of the providers.35 

 
Reasons for Treatment Discharge, Santa Clara County, FY 2003 
Reason % of Total Discharges 
Completed treatment 35% 
Referred for further treatment 18 
Left against professional advice 30 
Treatment terminated by provider 15 
Other reason 2 
 

 The median length of stay for those in outpatient treatment for marijuana abuse in 
Santa Clara County during FY 2003 was 88 days.36 
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Median Length of Stay (Days), Santa Clara County, FY 2003 
Drug  Residential Outpatient 
Overall median 35 days 84 days 
Alcohol 34 93 
Heroin 28 59 
Cocaine 31 77 
All other 36 103 
Marijuana 35 88 
Methamphetamine 35 83 
 

 During 2002, there were 9,932 adult admissions to alcohol and drug treatment in 
Santa Clara County.37 

 
Number of Admissions to Treatment, Santa Clara County, 1999-2002 
 1999 2000 2001 2002 
Adult 10,256 8,507 9,191 9,932 
Juvenile 378 347 294 281 
 
Sources 
                                                           
1 U.S. Census Bureau Web site, American Community Survey, San Jose, California: 
http://www.census.gov/acs/www/Products/Profiles/Single/2002/ACS/Tabular/160/16000US25070001.htm
2 Ibid. 
3 U.S. Census Bureau Web site: http://www.census.gov
4 San Jose Mayor Web site: http://www.sjmayor.org/
5 San Jose City Council Web site: http://www.sanjoseca.gov/council.html
6 San Jose City Manager Web site: http://www.sanjoseca.gov/cityManager/
7 San Jose Police Department Web site: http://www.sjpd.org/
8 Santa Clara County Sheriff Web site: http://www.sccgov.org/site/0,4760,sid=12655,00.html
9 Office of National Drug Control Policy, Northern California High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area: 
http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov/hidta/frames_northca.html
10 Drug-Free Communities Support Program Grantees: http://ojjdp.ncjrs.org/dfcs/grantee/index.asp
11 Community Capacity Development Office, California: 
http://www.weedandseeddatacenter.org/map.aspx?state=CA 
12 Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration, State Summary Grant Awards: 
http://alt.samhsa.gov/funding/content/states/State.htm
13 Bureau of Justice Assistance, FY 2003 Office of Justice Programs Drug Court Grants: 
http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/BJA/grant/03DrugCtAwd.pdf
14 Office of Community Oriented Policing Services, FY 2003 COPS Methamphetamine Grant: 
http://www.cops.usdoj.gov/mime/open.pdf?Item=951
15 Office of Justice Programs and Community Oriented Policing Services, FY 2003 Awards to California, 
Listed by Locality, Broken Down by Function: http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/fy2003grants/map/casubj.htm
16 Department of Housing and Urban Development, FY 2001 Federally Assisted Low Income Housing Drug 
Elimination Grants: Detailed Congressional Report: 
http://www.hud.gov/content/releases/drugelimination.pdf
17 San Jose Police Department Web site, Crime Statistics: http://www.sjpd.org/CrimeStats.cfm
18 National Institute of Justice, Drug and Alcohol Use and Related Matters Among Arrestees, 2003, 2004: 
http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/nij/adam/ADAM2003.pdf
19 Ibid. 
20 Ibid. 
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This State Profile was prepared by the ONDCP Drug Policy Information Clearinghouse. 
The Clearinghouse is funded by the White House Office of National Drug Control Policy 
and is a component of the National Criminal Justice Reference Service. For further 
information concerning the contents of this profile or other drug policy issues contact: 

The Drug Policy Information Clearinghouse 
PO Box 6000 

Rockville, MD 20849-6000 
1-800-666-3332 

http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov 
ondcp@ncjrs.org 

http://www.ncjrs.org/
http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov/
mailto:ondcp@ncjrs.org
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